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Why do we believe in a Pre-tribulation Rapture?  

• The Israel-Church Distinction  
o The Church is mentioned in chapters 1-3 of Revelation. 
o When the Tribulation start, the church isn’t mentioned again until the 2nd 

Coming of Christ with the church. (Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war.  
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself.  
13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God.  
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. ) 

o Since the Tribulation constitutes Israel’s seventieth week (Daniel 9:27) and is 
specifically determined upon them, the church has no reason to experience it. 

o The church represents a “mystery” unveiled only at Pentecost, while the Old 
Testament prophecies address Israel exclusively. 

o Consequently, the major tribulation passages—Daniel 9:24–27 and Jeremiah 
30:7—are understood as distinctly Jewish in character. 

• Imminency of Christ’s Return  
o Numerous scriptures indicate Christians should anticipate the Lord’s arrival 

at any moment without knowing when it will occur. 
o If the church must endure the Tribulation, believers cannot genuinely expect 

His imminent return, since He could not come for at least seven years. 
• Deliverance from God’s Wrath  

o Noah and His family. 
o Lot and his family. 
o Rahab and her family. 
o Caleb and Joshua escaped the generation that died in the wilderness. 
o Nineveh was willing to repent and God spared them from judgement. 
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Scriptures – God Being Married to Israel 
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• God is married to Israel  
o God as the Husband 

Isaiah 54:5 For thy Maker is thine husband; The LORD of hosts is his name; And thy 
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.  

o Israel as the Bride 
Hosea 2:19 And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; Yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
righteousness, and in judgment, And in lovingkindness, and in mercies.  
20 I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: And thou shalt know the LORD.  

o The Covenant 
Jeremiah 31:32 — God speaks of a covenant "which my covenant they brake, although I 
was an husband unto them, saith the LORD." 

o Love and Faithfulness 
Lamentations 3:22 It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not.  
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  

o The Ultimate Reunion 
Revelation 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God.  

• Scripture with Marriage Language 
o Jeremiah 3:14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and 

I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:  
15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding.  

o Ezekiel 16:8 Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the 
time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto 
thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine.  
9 Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I 
anointed thee with oil.  
10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, and I girded 
thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk.  
11 I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on 
thy neck.  
12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon 
thine head.  
13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, 
and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding 
beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.  
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14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through 
my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.  
15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy 
renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was.  
16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, 
and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so.  

• Warning about breaking the “marriage covenant” 
o The marriage metaphor captures the covenantal nature of God’s relationship with Israel, 

expressing both the intimacy of their bond and the gravity of Israel’s unfaithfulness. 

o The symbolic depiction of the intimate covenant relationship between God and Israel as a 
“marriage” establishes a foundation for understanding Israel’s solemn commitment to 
Yahweh in terms of his demands for absolute loyalty and obedience in return for his love 
and protection. 

o Unfaithfulness constitutes adultery.  
o When Isreal worshipped other gods, they were committing whoredom. 
o Exodus 34: 14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, 

is a jealous God:  
15 Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after 
their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice;  
16 And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a whoring after 
their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods.  

• God made a covenant with Israel (What was the covenant?) 
o I will be your God, and you will be my people. 
o Exodus 6:6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out 

from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will 
redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:  
7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that 
I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.  
8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.  
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Scriptures – The Bema Seat 
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1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God.  
2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  
3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own self.  
4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the 
Lord.  
5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and 
then shall every man have praise of God.  

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.  

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; 
and then he shall reward every man according to his works.  

Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  
11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God.  
12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.  

2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.  

1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  
12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble;  
13 Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.  
14 If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  
15 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.  
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Sheva Brachot ( ברכות שבע ) literally means "Seven Blessings." 

These are the seven traditional blessings recited over a cup of wine during a Jewish 
wedding ceremony under the chuppah. They are also repeated at festive meals during the 
seven days following the wedding, provided a minyan (ten Jewish men in Orthodox 
tradition; practices vary in other branches of Judaism) and at least one new guest are 
present. 

The seven blessings celebrate: 

1. Praise to God, the Creator of the fruit of the vine.  

2. Praise to God, the Creator of all things for His glory.  

3. Praise to God, the Creator of mankind.  

4. Praise to God, who created humanity in His image and established marriage.  

5. Prayer for the restoration of Jerusalem and the future joy of Zion.  

6. Prayer that the bride and groom rejoice together as Adam and Eve rejoiced in 
Eden.  

7. A climactic blessing celebrating joy, gladness, love, peace, and the union of bride 
and groom, concluding with: 

"Blessed are You, LORD, who gladdens the bridegroom together with the bride." 

Significance 

The Sheva Brachot emphasize that marriage is: 

• A divine institution established by God.  

• A source of joy for the couple, their families, and the entire community.  

• Connected to God's creation, the Garden of Eden, and ultimately the future 
redemption of Israel and the restoration of Jerusalem.  

Connection to your Jewish Wedding study 

If you're presenting the phases of the Jewish wedding, the Sheva Brachot fit most naturally 
with Phase 5 – The Marriage Supper, because they are recited during the wedding feast 
under the chuppah and continue to be celebrated during the week of wedding festivities. 
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The Old Testament extensively anticipates themes central to Revelation 

The Old Testament extensively anticipates themes central to Revelation, establishing 
theological foundations for the New Testament’s apocalyptic vision. 

• Cosmic Disturbances and Divine Judgment 
Cosmic upheaval marks God’s judgment—the stars cease shining, the sun darkens, the 
moon loses its light, and the heavens shake in God’s wrath. (Isa 13:6–13) Wonders 
appear in the heavens and earth, including blood, fire, and pillars of smoke, with the sun 
turning to darkness and the moon to blood before the great and terrible day of the Lord. 
(Joel 2:28–32) The heavens dissolve like a scroll, and all their host falls as leaves from a 
vine. (Isa 34:1–10) 

• The Day of the Lord 
The day of the Lord arrives as a day of darkness and gloominess, clouds and thick 
darkness, bringing a great and unprecedented people. (Joel 2:1–11) That day involves 
wrath, trouble, distress, wasteness, desolation, darkness, and the sound of trumpet and 
alarm. (Zeph 1:14–18) The day of the Lord represents darkness rather than light. (Amos 
5:18–20) 

• Judgment of Nations and Final Restoration 
Nations gather in the valley of Jehoshaphat for judgment, with multitudes assembling in 
the valley of decision as the day of the Lord approaches. (Joel 3:9–16) All nations gather 
against Jerusalem for battle, but the Lord fights against those nations. (Zech 14:1–9) God 
creates new heavens and a new earth, establishing Jerusalem as a rejoicing and her people 
as a joy. (Isa 65:17–25) 

• Resurrection and Vindication 
Many sleeping in the dust awake—some to everlasting life and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. (Dan 12:1–3) The dead live and arise, awakening and singing those 
dwelling in dust as the earth casts out the dead. (Isa 26:19–21) 

• Messianic Rule 
Kings and rulers set themselves against the Lord and His anointed, but He speaks to them 
in wrath and sets His king upon His holy hill of Zion. (Ps 2) David’s servant becomes 
king over a unified people, dwelling in the land forever with an everlasting covenant of 
peace. (Ezek 37:21–39:29) 

These Old Testament passages form the prophetic bedrock upon which Revelation builds its 
vision of divine vindication, judgment, and restoration. 
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Letter from Pliny the Younger to Emperor Trajan 

(Pliny the Younger, whose Latin name was Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus, was a Roman senator, 
lawyer, author, and provincial governor. Around AD 111–113, Emperor Trajan appointed him governor of 
Bithynia-Pontus, in northern Asia Minor) 

Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed the following 
procedure: I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those who confessed I interrogated a 
second and a third time, threatening them with punishment; those who persisted I ordered executed . . . 

They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their fault or error had been that they were 
accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god, and 
to bind themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their 
trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When this was over, it was their custom to 
depart and to assemble again to partake of food — but ordinary and innocent food. Even this, they 
affirmed, they had ceased to do after my edict by which, in accordance with your instructions, I had 
forbidden political associations. Accordingly, I judged it all the more necessary to find out what the truth 
was by torturing two female slaves who were called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but 
depraved, excessive superstition. 

I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to consult you. For the matter seemed to me to 
warrant consulting you, especially because of the number involved. For many persons of every age, every 
rank, and also of both sexes are and will be endangered. For the contagion of this superstition has spread 
not only to the cities but also to the villages and farms. But it seems possible to check and cure it. It is 
certainly quite clear that the temples, which had been almost deserted, have begun to be frequented, 
that the established religious rites, long neglected, are being resumed, and that from everywhere 
sacrificial animals are coming, for which until now very few purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy 
to imagine what a multitude of people can be reformed if an opportunity for repentance is afforded. 

 

Emperor Trajan replied as follows: 

You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in sifting the cases of those who had been denounced to 
you as Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any general rule to serve as a kind of fixed standard. 
They are not to be sought out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, they are to be punished, with this 
reservation, that whoever denies that he is a Christian and really proves it — that is, by worshiping our 
gods — even though he was under suspicion in the past, shall obtain pardon through repentance. But 
anonymously posted accusations ought to have no place in any prosecution. For this is both a dangerous 
kind of precedent and out of keeping with the spirit of our age. 
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Revelation Series, Notes, Lesson 8 – Rev 2:12-29 

0043-Notes on Lesson 8 (1 of 2) 
 

I. Introduction and Personal Appeal 
The speaker opens with a request for prayer regarding personal spiritual attacks and upcoming "drastic 
measures" planned for after September 8th. The session is identified as the eighth lesson in a broader 
study, transitioning from the church at Ephesus to the churches at Pergamus and Thyatira. 

II. The Church at Pergamus: The Compromised Church 

• Historical Context: Pergamus was a wealthy, intellectual center known for its library of 200,000 
volumes and the invention of parchment. It was a hub for pagan worship (Zeus, Athena, Dionysus) 
and the cult of the Emperor. 

• The Character of Christ: Jesus is presented as He who has the "sharp sword with two edges," 
representing both protection for the faithful and judgment for the wayward. 

• Commendation and Martyrdom: The church is praised for holding fast to Christ’s name in the 
place "where Satan dwells." The speaker highlights Antipas, a faithful martyr who, according to 
tradition, was roasted alive in a brazen bull. 

• The Rebukes: 

o Doctrine of Balaam: Rebuked for stumbling blocks, specifically intermarriage with pagans 
and idol worship. 

o Doctrine of the Nicolaitans: Rebuked for abusing grace to justify immorality and 
dishonesty. 

• The Promise: Overcomers are promised "hidden manna" and a "white stone" with a new name, 
symbolizing innocence and admission to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

III. The Church at Thyatira: The Tolerant Church 

• Historical Context: A strategic military and commercial city famous for its trade guilds (bakers, 
tanners, and dyers of purple). Membership in these guilds often required participation in pagan 
festivals. 

• The Character of Christ: Described with "eyes like a flame of fire" (omniscience) and "feet like 
fine brass" (divine judgment). 

• The Primary Conflict: The church is rebuked for "suffering" (tolerating) a woman referred to as 
Jezebel, who led servants into fornication and idolatry. 

• The Danger of Tolerance: The speaker argues that modern tolerance of lifestyles contrary to 
scripture (specifically LGBTQ+ identities) is a form of idol worship and a failure of the church’s duty 
to stand for truth. 

• The Promise: Those who hold fast and overcome are promised power over the nations and the 
"morning star." 

Key Scripture References 
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• Matthew 5:14-16: "Ye are the light of the world... Let your light shine before men." (Used to 
illustrate the "candlestick" as a believer's testimony). 

• Revelation 2:12-17: The message to the church in Pergamus. 

• Revelation 2:18-29: The message to the church in Thyatira. 

• 2 Corinthians 11:14: "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light." (Warning against 
deceptive ideologies). 

• John 14:6: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

• Acts 4:12: "Neither is there salvation in any other." 

• 1 Timothy 2:5: "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus." 

Audience Reflection Section 

• The Cost of Faith: Are you prepared for a day when standing for Jesus will cost you your 
reputation, your livelihood, or your life, as it did for Antipas? 

• The Trap of "Grace": Do you use the concept of grace as a license to continue in dishonesty or 
immorality, or does it lead you to repentance? 

• The Definition of Tolerance: The speaker distinguishes between deference (yielding to a brother 
on opinions) and tolerance (accepting sin). Where in your life have you mistaken the two? 

• The White Stone: Reflect on the promise of a "new name" known only to God. What does it mean 
to be found "innocent" by the ultimate Judge? 

Actionable Takeaways 

1. Protect the Testimony: Repent of any loss of "first love" to ensure your "candlestick" (testimony) 
is not removed. 

2. Reject False Doctrines: Withdraw from "perverse disputings" that suggest gain is godliness or 
that all paths lead to God. 

3. Practice Spiritual Discernment: Be wary of "good labels" (like justice or love) being used to 
package ideologies that contradict the Word of God. 

4. Hold Fast: For those already walking in truth, the command is simple: "that which ye have already 
hold fast till I come." No other burden is required than remaining faithful to the Word. 
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0049-Notes on Lesson 9 (1 of 2) 
 

Introduction: The Call to Remember 
The speaker opens by adjusting the teaching schedule for the study of the Seven Churches of Revelation. 
The focus is shifted to two specific churches: Sardis and Philadelphia. A central theme is established: the 
necessity of remembering God’s past faithfulness to maintain faith in His future promises. 

I. The Church in Sardis: The Appearance of Life 

• Historical Context: Sardis was a wealthy commercial hub famous for its textile industry and 
"crimson wool." Despite its prosperity and grand public buildings (theaters, stadiums, and 
temples), the city was significantly impacted by a devastating earthquake in A.D. 17. 

• The Spiritual Diagnosis: Jesus describes Sardis as having a reputation for being alive while 
actually being "dead." The speaker likens them to "Christian Sadducees"—aristocratic, proper, and 
focused on "putting on a show" rather than spiritual vitality. 

• The Remedy: The congregation is commanded to "be watchful," "remember," and "repent." The 
speaker emphasizes that if one cannot remember what God has done (e.g., the Exodus, the Red 
Sea), they cannot believe in what He will do. 

• The Promise: A faithful remnant exists who have not "defiled their garments." They are promised 
white raiment and the assurance that their names will not be blotted out of the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. 

II. The Church in Philadelphia: The Open Door 

• Historical Context: Located in a volcanic region, Philadelphia was established as a "missionary 
city" to spread Greek culture. Due to frequent tremors, many residents lived in huts outside the 
city for safety. 

• The Spiritual Commendation: Unlike Sardis, Philadelphia receives no rebuke. Jesus presents 
Himself as the one holding the "Key of David," who opens doors that no man can shut. 

• The Mission: Despite having "little strength," the church kept God's word and did not deny His 
name. They are promised protection from the "hour of temptation" coming upon the world. 

• The Promise: Overcomers are promised to be made "pillars" in the temple of God, inscribed with 
the name of God and the New Jerusalem. 

Conclusion: Courage in the Modern Day 
The speaker concludes by contrasting the persecution faced by Smyrna with the "open door" of 
Philadelphia. The message transitions to a modern context, citing contemporary martyrs in Nigeria and 
local examples of faith under fire. The final call is for courage and faithfulness to the name of Jesus. 
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Key Scripture References 

• Revelation 3:1-6: The message to the church in Sardis. 

• Revelation 3:7-13: The message to the church in Philadelphia. 

• Deuteronomy 8:2: The command to remember the forty years in the wilderness to humble and 
prove the heart. 

• Isaiah 22:22: The prophecy regarding the Key of the House of David. 

• Revelation 20:12: The opening of the books and the Book of Life at the final judgment. 

• Philippians 4:11-13: Paul’s testimony on being content in all states through Christ’s strength. 

• Matthew 10:16-22: Jesus’ warning that believers will be hated and delivered up for His name’s 
sake. 

 

Audience Reflection Section 

• Diagnostic Question: Does your spiritual life rely on a "reputation" or "show," or is there genuine 
vitality? 

• Memory as Fuel: Can you list three specific instances where God provided for you in the past? 
How does recalling these events change your perspective on your current anxieties? 

• The Open Door: Are you looking for the "open doors" of opportunity to share your faith, or are you 
focused on the "closed doors" of cultural opposition? 

• The Book of Life: Is your confidence for the future based on your own works (the "other books") or 
on your name being written in the Lamb's Book of Life? 

 

Actionable Takeaways 

• Practice Active Remembrance: When facing a new trial, intentionally recount past deliverances 
to bolster faith. 

• Hold Fast to the Word: Prioritize the preservation of scripture in daily life, as this was the primary 
reason for Philadelphia’s commendation. 

• Prepare for the "Hour of Temptation": Maintain spiritual watchfulness, recognizing that 
faithfulness today builds the strength needed for future trials. 

• Reject Complacency: Avoid the "Sardis condition" by seeking a spiritual awakening rather than 
settling for religious tradition or social acceptance. 
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Introduction: The Context of Laodicea 

The session opens with an announcement regarding the new church website for First Baptist Church of 
Gold Hill (FirstBaptistChurchOfGoldHill.com), which hosts photo galleries and digital versions of the 
Revelation study series. The speaker transitions into the tenth lesson of the series, focusing on the 
seventh and final church of Asia Minor: Laodicea. 

Main Point I: The Historical and Economic Profile of Laodicea 

Laodicea was a prosperous Roman financial and textile hub. Key characteristics included: 

• Economic Independence: After a devastating earthquake in 60 AD, the city rebuilt using its own wealth 
without Roman assistance. 

• Industries: Renowned for "raven black" wool, banking, and a medical school specializing in 
ophthalmology (specifically an eye salve). 

• The Water Problem: The city lacked a local water source. Water piped from hot springs arrived 
lukewarm, while water from distant cold springs also became lukewarm during transit. This physical 
reality serves as the metaphor for their spiritual state. 

Main Point II: The Divine Titles of Christ (Revelation 3:14) 

Jesus introduces himself using three titles to establish authority over a complacent church: 

1.  The Amen: The guarantor of God’s promises and the ultimate truth. 

2.  The Faithful and True Witness: A sharp contrast to the unfaithfulness of the Laodiceans. 

3.  The Beginning of God’s Creation: Establishing his cosmic presence and pre-existence, reminding the 
wealthy city that their prosperity depends on him, not their commerce. 

Main Point III: The Indictment of Lukewarmness (Revelation 3:15-17) 

The speaker clarifies that "lukewarm" does not mean "immature," but "compromised."  

• Spiritual Indifference: The church was not persecuted; they "got along" with the world. 

• Self-Sufficiency: Their wealth led to a delusion of needing nothing, while Christ identifies them as 
"wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked." 

Main Point IV: The Counsel and Invitation (Revelation 3:18-22) 

Christ offers three specific remedies tailored to Laodicea’s local industries: 

• Gold tried in fire: True faith rather than material banking wealth. 

• White raiment: Holiness and purity to cover their spiritual nakedness. 

• Eye salve: Spiritual vision to see things as God sees them.  
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Conclusion: The Knock at the Door 

The sermon concludes with the famous imagery of Christ standing at the door. The speaker emphasizes 
that Christ is on the outside of this church, knocking and seeking entry. He calls for a "pivot to 
restoration" through repentance. 

Key Scripture References 

• Revelation 3:14-22: The primary text addressing the church at Laodicea. 

• Isaiah 65:16: Context for the title "God of truth" (The Amen). 

• Proverbs 3:5-6: The command to trust in the Lord and lean not on one's own understanding. 

• Psalm 62:5-8: Encouragement to wait only upon God as a refuge and defense. 

• 1 Peter 1:7: Faith being more precious than gold tried by fire. 

• Hebrews 12:5-6: The explanation that God chastens those he loves. 

Audience Reflection Section 

• Self-Reliance vs. Dependence: Are we functioning daily without a sense of dependence on the Lord 
because of our relative comfort or abilities? 

• Worldly Alignment: If the world is entirely "okay" with our actions, is that a sign of spiritual compromise? 

• The Lukewarm State: Is your spiritual life "useful" (like hot water for cleansing or cold water for 
refreshing), or has it become "worthless" and indifferent? 

• Expectation: What are you actually expecting from God this week, or are you just going through the 
motions of life? 

Actionable Takeaways 

1.  Repent and Pivot: Move from a state of spiritual indifference to one of zeal. Repentance is defined here 
as a "change of mind" regarding self-sufficiency. 

2.  Anoint the Eyes: Seek "eye salve" from Christ to remove the clutter and blurriness of worldly 
distractions to see spiritual realities clearly. 

3.  Open the Door: Respond to the "knock" of Christ by inviting intimate fellowship back into the center of 
the church and individual life. 

4.  Study the Seven Churches: Utilize the provided summary chart in your handouts to review the 
messages to all seven churches, noting that Christ addresses each at their specific point of need. 

 



   Titles for Revelation Chapter 4 - 0061 



   Perspective – Caesarea to Rome - 0062 



   A Glimpse of Heaven - 0063 



   Two Worlds - 0064 



   Why Jesus Came in the Flesh - 0065 



   Three Doors of Revelation - 0066 



   What John First Saw- 0067 



   The Sevnfold Spirit of the Lord - 0068 



   The Four Flying Living Creatures - 0069 
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Date Time: 09-23-2026 

This lesson offers an in-depth analysis of Revelation chapter four, centering on John’s vision of 
heaven’s throne room. The speaker underscores God’s supreme authority, the reality of the 
unseen spiritual realm, and the overwhelming beauty and order of heaven as perceived by John. 
Key elements include the throne’s significance, God’s description using precious stones, the 24 
elders symbolizing the complete church, the seven spirits of God, the sea of glass, and the four 
living creatures. The lesson contrasts heaven’s order with the chaos of an atheistic worldview and 
the sin-corrupted earthly realm, affirming that Jesus’s work reconciles humanity to God’s divine 
nature and promises a future free from suffering. 

Knowledge Points 

1. Introduction to Revelation Chapter 4 

• Title and Study Approach 

o The primary title for the lesson on Revelation chapter four is “The throne above all, 
God’s supreme authority.” 

o The speaker listed alternative titles: “The throne room of heaven,” “John’s heavenly 
vision,” “A door opened in heaven,” and “The majesty of God.” 

o Devotional practice: read Revelation chapter four multiple times, each preceded by 
prayer, focusing on one suggested title per reading to gain deeper insight. 

• Frame of Reference and Numbers to Remember 

o John recorded his vision from his own frame of reference. The speaker illustrates 
this by comparing the 5–6 months it took the Apostle Paul to travel from Caesarea to 
Rome with the 7–9 hours it would take today. 

o Remember the numbers two, three, twenty-four, seven, and four, corresponding to 
key elements in the chapter. 

2. The Two Worlds and the Three Doors 

• The Reality of Two Worlds 

o Two worlds exist: the physical world we inhabit and the spiritual world, which is real, 
pervasive, and unseen. 

o John was on Patmos as a prisoner because Rome failed to execute him by boiling 
him in oil. God protected him so he could write Revelation. 

o Sin’s entry into the world (in Eden) altered the physical realm, introducing death and 
ferocity. 

• The Purpose of Jesus’s Coming 

o Jesus came from spiritual reality into this world to: 

 Reconcile us to God. 
 Reveal God’s love. 
 Model authentic humanity as it was meant to be. 
 Make believers participants in His divine nature. 

• The Three Doors in Revelation 
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o Door 1 (Church of Philadelphia): A door of opportunity, service, and access, set 
open by God so no one can shut it. 

o Door 2 (Church of Laodicea): A door of invitation, fellowship, and intimacy, where 
Christ knocks at the church’s door, seeking entry. 

o Door 3 (Heavenly Door — Revelation 4:1): A door opened in heaven inviting John 
to see future events, unveiling Christ’s glory and the revelation of the throne. 

3. The Throne Room of Heaven 

• The Centrality of the Throne 

o When John was in the Spirit, his attention was immediately drawn to a throne in 
heaven with “one” sitting on it. 

o “One” is used because God transcends description; He is “I am,” the eternal, living 
being. 

o The throne signifies government, order, and a divine plan—God’s control over 
creation. 

o This contrasts with atheism, which acknowledges no throne, attributing the universe 
to mindless, random, misguided forces. The speaker cites Psalm 14:1: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God.” 

• Description of the One on the Throne 

o The One on the throne appeared like jasper and sardine stone, radiating vivid, 
beautiful light, aligning with 1 John 1:5: “God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.” 

o An emerald-like rainbow encircled the throne, signifying God’s promise never again 
to judge the world with a flood (a sign of salvation). The speaker critiques the “Pride 
group” for hijacking this symbol. 

o Ezekiel 1:26–28 parallels this vision, describing sapphire, amber, fire, and a 
rainbow—“the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” 

• The Beauty of God and Spiritual Renewal 

o Visions of God are marked by overwhelming beauty, light, and glory. 
o A heart shaped by God learns to recognize beauty that is pure, gracious, and 

enduring. 
o Spiritual renewal (rebirth) grants a new capacity to perceive beauty previously 

invisible. 

4. Beings Around the Throne 
• The Twenty-Four Elders (Rev 4:4) 

o John saw 24 elders on 24 seats around the throne. 
o They were clothed in white raiment, symbolizing righteousness and holiness. 
o They wore crowns of gold, promised to believers, not angels. 
o The speaker identifies them as redeemed believers because in Revelation 5 they 

sing a new song: “Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us.” 
o The number 24 likely represents the 12 patriarchs (Old Testament) and the 12 

apostles (New Testament), symbolizing the complete, unified church of all ages. 
• The Seven Spirits of God (Rev 4:5) 

o From the throne came lightnings, thunderings, and voices. 
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o Seven lamps of fire burned before the throne, identified as the seven spirits of God. 
o These lamps are compared to the temple Menorah, built as a representation of 

heavenly realities. 
o Isaiah 11:2 identifies the seven spirits: the Spirit of the Lord, wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. 
• The Sea of Glass (Rev 4:6) 

o Before the throne was a “sea of glass like crystal.” 
o This calm, crystalline sea signifies chaos and evil subdued and stilled by God’s 

sovereign power. 
o It contrasts with the “troubled sea” of the wicked, who lack peace (Isaiah 57:20). 

• The Four Living Creatures (Rev 4:6–9) 

o Four living creatures were in and around the throne, full of eyes in front and behind. 

o Their features reflect creation’s aspects: 

 Swiftness: Wings enabling flight. 
 Intelligence/Discernment: Bodies covered with eyes. 
 Faces: Four faces—a lion (wild animals), a bull calf (domestic animals), a 

man (humanity), and an eagle (birds of the sky)—representing the entire 
created order. 

5. Worship in Heaven 

• The Act of Worship 

o The 24 elders fall down and cast their golden crowns before the throne. 
o They proclaim God’s worthiness to receive glory, honor, and power. 

• The Reason for Worship 

o God is worshiped because He created all things, and all things exist for His pleasure. 
o The speaker concludes: “Our God is a holy God” and “an awesome God.” 

Assignments 

1. ☐For deeper devotional study, read Revelation chapter four multiple times, each 
time focusing on a different suggested title for the chapter. 

2. ☐Read and study the slide created by the speaker about why Jesus came to Earth 
(reconciliation, revealing God’s love, modeling humanity, and making us participants 
in the divine nature). 

3. ☐Reflect on how God’s plan provides order, contrasting it with the idea of a chaotic, 
random universe proposed by atheism. 

4. ☐Consider how spiritual renewal enables a person to perceive beauty that was 
previously invisible. 
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Title of Christ Scripture reference (KJV) 

Jesus Christ Revelation 1:1, 1:2, 1:5 

Jesus Revelation 1:9; 12:17; 14:12; 17:6; 19:10; 20:4; 22:16 

Christ Revelation 11:15; 12:10; 20:4, 6 

Lord Jesus Christ Revelation 22:21 

Lord Jesus Revelation 22:20 

Son of God Revelation 2:18 

Son of man Revelation 1:13; 14:14 

Alpha and Omega Revelation 1:8; 21:6; 22:13 

The First and the Last Revelation 1:17; 2:8; 22:13 

The Beginning and the Ending Revelation 1:8 

The Beginning and the End Revelation 21:6; 22:13 

The Almighty Revelation 1:8 

The Faithful Witness Revelation 1:5 

The First Begotten of the Dead Revelation 1:5 

The Prince of the Kings of the Earth Revelation 1:5 

The Living One / “he that liveth” Revelation 1:18 
 

The Amen Revelation 3:14 
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0071-Titles of Christ in Revelation (2 of 2) 

 
 

Title of Christ Scripture reference (KJV) 

The Faithful and True Witness Revelation 3:14 

The Beginning of the Creation of God Revelation 3:14 

The Holy One Revelation 3:7 

The True One Revelation 3:7 

Lion of the tribe of Juda Revelation 5:5 

The Root of David Revelation 5:5; 22:16 

The Root and the Offspring of David Revelation 22:16 

The Bright and Morning Star Revelation 22:16 

The Word of God Revelation 19:13 

Faithful and True Revelation 19:11 

KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS Revelation 17:14; 19:16 

The Lamb Revelation 5:6 and throughout Revelation 

The Lamb that was slain Revelation 5:12; 13:8 

The Lamb in the midst of the throne Revelation 7:17 

The Bridegroom / the Lamb at His marriage Revelation 19:7–9 
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Main Differences between Rev Chapter 4 & 5 

Feature Revelation 4 Revelation 5 

Central focus 
The throne of God and the worship of the 
Creator 

The sealed book and the Lamb’s worthiness 
to open it 

Main person 
emphasized 

“Him that sat on the throne” The Lamb “as it had been slain” 

Main reason for 
worship 

God created all things 
The Lamb was slain and redeemed people by 
His blood 

New object 
introduced 

The throne-room scene 
A book/scroll with seven seals in God’s right 
hand 

Main question 
No question is asked; John sees heaven’s 
worship 

“Who is worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof?” 

Emotional 
response 

Awe, worship, glory, and praise 
John weeps because no one is found 
worthy—then receives comfort 

Role of the 
elders 

They sit on twenty-four seats, wear white 
raiment and golden crowns, then cast 
their crowns before the throne 

They hold harps and golden vials of odours, 
“which are the prayers of saints,” and worship 
the Lamb 

Role of the four 
beasts 

Their appearance and continuous praise 
are described 

They fall before the Lamb along with the 
elders 

Worship 
language 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty” and 
“Thou art worthy… for thou hast created 
all things” 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain” and 
praise for redemption, power, riches, 
wisdom, strength, honour, glory, and blessing 

Scope of 
worship 

Four beasts and twenty-four elders are 
chiefly in view 

Worship expands to innumerable angels and 
finally “every creature” in heaven, earth, 
under the earth, and sea 

Christ’s titles 
Christ is not named directly in the 
chapter 

“The Lion of the tribe of Juda,” “the Root of 
David,” and “a Lamb as it had been slain” 

Seven Spirits 
Seven lamps of fire burn before the 
throne 

The Lamb has seven eyes, identified as “the 
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth” 
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Feature Revelation 4 Revelation 5 

Action or 
movement 

The scene is largely descriptive: throne, 
elders, beasts, and worship 

The scene moves forward: the Lamb comes, 
takes the book, and prepares the way for its 
seals to be opened 

Number of 
angels 

No number is given 
“Ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands” 

Ending 
The elders worship God and cast their 
crowns before Him 

The beasts say “Amen,” and the elders 
worship Him “that liveth for ever and ever” 
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